
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.usptO.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/862,709 



05/23/2001 



30286 7590 02/1672006 

COREY L. MARTIN 
3742 OAK SHADOW LANE 
MONTGOMERY, AL 36116 



RolfDobeli 



10.162.001 



9700 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, NGA B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3628 

DATE MAILED: 02/16/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



vfflWC r+\*l9\Jnl OU/f Iff fdf Jf 


Application No. 

09/862,709 


Applicant(s) 

DOBELI, ROLF 


Examiner 

Nga B. Nguyen 


Art Unit 

3628 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the maOing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )(3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 May 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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3) (Zl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on May 23, 2001 , 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-5 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. (hereinafter Walker), U.S. Patent No. 6,466,919. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Walker discloses in an online information exchange, a 
method of aggregating information comprising the steps of: receiving and posting a first 
CPO from a first user; receiving a bid from a bidder containing the terms of a proposed 
to said CPO; receiving acceptance of said bid from said bidder; receiving said proposed 
to said CPO from said bidder and making said proposed to said CPO available to said 
first user; receiving a second question from a second user and recognizing that said 
second question is essentially similar to said first question; receiving acceptance of said 
offer from said second user (column 17, lines 5-40). 

Walker does not disclose the products or services include questions and 
answers, the consideration of said bidder's provision of rights in said answer to a 



Application/Control Number: 09/862,709 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3628 

website owner, archiving said received answer in an archival file, accessing said 
archival file and transmitting to said second user an offer to provide said first answer, 
delivering said answer to said second user in exchange for consideration flowing from 
said second user to said website owner and said bidder. However, it is well known in 
the art to buy answer to the question over the Internet, to transfer the right in answer to 
a website owner, to archive data in an archival file, to delivering answer from the 
website owner to the second user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to adopt the teaching of 
Waker above for the purpose of providing more convenient and efficiency for 
aggregating information over the Internet. 

Claims 2-5 contain similar limitations found in claim 1 above, therefore, are 
rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected. 

6. The prior arts made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Pallakoff (US 6,269,343) discloses a method and system that allows sellers to 
communicate conditional offers to potential buyers. 

Goddard (US 6,876,983) discloses a system and method for facilitating aggregate 
shopping. 
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Van Horn et al. (US 6,631 ,365) disclose demand aggregation through online 
buying groups. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:O0AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571 ) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 
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